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You supported volunteers to plant 10,241 native trees, plants, shrubs and willows in 2024!
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Wildfire is a concern around the world. Aliana Cox is doing 
something about it in her own neighborhood, raising money with a 

lemonade stand. 

“That is something that is in her soul——helping 
wildlife and wild lands. She’s making sure we 

save the one earth we have.”
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Volunteers Tony and Kristy Martinez teach exchange attendees to 
make seed balls/seed bombs. Encasing seeds in clay balls helps 

them avoid predation until germination.

Participants gather at the Gardens on Spring Creek in Fort Collins to give and take native species of seed to grow at home. Organizers 
were blown away by the popularity of the swaps.
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Once native plants are germinated at OneCanopy, a nonprofit nursery, they are available to share at the native plant swap. Organizers 
and attendees also share knowledge about their growth and propagation requirements and natural benefits. Those include water 

savings, native pollinator survival, and reduced pesticide and herbicide costs.

At left, Alix Emsle represents Natural Resources Conservation Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. At right, Annemarie Fussell of WRV serves as event 
coordinator. Collaboration multiplied the power of each organization’s reach.
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Dave participates in “Tool Fest,”  
a volunteer event to clean up, repair,  
and put our restoration tools away  

for the winter.

Dave Elmore, right, plants native species at a Youth & Families event along Coal Creek 
in Lafayette with Rosalva Varela, WRV 2022 Crew Leader of the Year award winner, left.



 
 


