WRV Mission and Goals 

Our Mission

"To foster a community spirit of shared responsibility for the stewardship and restoration of public lands among residents of the Northern Colorado Front Range and beyond"
What We Do

WRV organizes about twenty five projects per year, completing a wide variety of important habitat restoration and conservation work in around the Northern Colorado Front Range. Projects can be a single day, but some may last a weekend or longer with camping in spectacular mountain settings. Attendance averages 60 volunteers, but ranges from 10 to over 100. Tasty meals are usually provided, and no experience is necessary!

While we often see dramatic, satisfying, results over a weekend of activity, restoration takes time and commitment. In many cases, we adopt places and return numerous times over a period of years to continue our work. Returning volunteers see the fruits of their labors and develop a deep commitment to the places they have helped to heal. Friendships are born and our community is strengthened. 

OUR GOALS

· Create a strong network of volunteers capable of caring for these sites through trainings, educational opportunities, and partnerships with other local organizations. 

· Encourage community-based involvement in projects by recruiting volunteers who live in communities near project sites and/or are members of user groups who frequent those sites. 

· Develop and implement high quality, scientific restoration techniques. We aim to contribute to scientific field of ecological restoration. 

· Collaborate closely with land managers and other stakeholders to identify key sites in need of ecological restoration. 

· Serve a diverse audience including urban and rural residents, adults, middle and high school students, disadvantaged youth, local watershed protection groups, local outdoor clubs, and other recreational users of local public lands. 

· Have fun, work hard, and celebrate the deep love of mountains, forests, streams, and open spaces, which motivates our work. 

Core Values 

Love of Nature - Our work is motivated by a shared love of Earth, nature, the land. This love motivates us to give something back to the Earth. We feel a sense of stewardship or responsibility to take care of the Earth.

Healing - Our work embodies healing-healing to the land, healing to communities, healing for people who engage in the work, healing of the split between people and the land. Our work can bring a deep sense of personal fulfillment for people. Our work is simply healthy. It gets people outdoors, breathing fresh air, exercising their bodies.

Building Community - Our work brings people together. It builds community. We have no political stance. We strive to build partnerships. We are inclusive of a diverse range of perspectives, not just "preaching to the choir" of folks of a particular view. We seek to collaborate and find common ground with individuals and groups who might not consider themselves "environmentalists."

Education - Our work educates people about the need and value of ecological restoration. We strive to acquire the best quality knowledge available on restoration principles and techniques and disseminate that information to our volunteers, partners, users of the lands we restore, and others. We ourselves are learning. Restoration is a new and exciting field. Even our failures can contribute to the collective understanding. We will act as a clearinghouse for local anecdotal wisdom and participation by professionals with restoration related skills.

Empowerment - Our work empowers people to take action. We provide skills, tools, and a vision of hope for the future that catalyzes people to believe that they can make a real difference in the healing of the planet. We support people to learn and stretch and become leaders in ecological restoration and other land stewardship activities.

Tangible Results - Our work accomplishes tangible results. We're not just doing this for a "feel good experience." We want to see real changes to the landscape-tangible signs of healing and progress. A particular project won't change the world in a day, but one small patch of Earth will be nurtured, tangibly, toward healing. In addition to tangible results in the landscape, we measure tangible results in terms of accumulated skills and numbers of volunteers and leaders.

Celebration - Or work is inherently positive, and tremendously worthy of celebration. We celebrate our care for the land. The work itself is a celebration. We work hard and celebrate heartily. We embrace the arts-music, dance, poetry, visual arts, etc.-because these expressions help us draw forth, comprehend, and share the joy and meaning of our work.

